TR AVEL | COVER STORY

WORLD'S BEST
LUXURY CAMPS
Firsthand encounters with nature no longer mean
rustic-style camping. Starting a fire and pitching your
own tent won’t be necessary, as adventures now come
with first-class service, among other lavish amenities.
The new camping experience is all about enjoying
the great outdoors without compromising comfort,
convenience and above all – luxury.
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Destination: Laikipia, Kenya

Courtesy of Ryan Heffernan
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Immerse in a cultural experience of a lifetime at Lemarti’s Camp,
a private wilderness hideaway run solely by the local Samburu tribe
of Kenya. Culture blends well with nature and luxury in this isolated
camp enclosed by vast landscapes and surrounded by a gushing river.
The camp also enjoys exclusive access to the nearby Mpala Ranch.
Be one of the privileged few to encounter diverse wildlife roaming
about the ranch, including the endangered African wild dog, among
many other rare species. Experience the camp’s uniqueness through
the warmth of the locals, as your hosts take you deep into the heart of
Kenya with tailored itineraries. Explore the area through guided walks,
mountain biking and visiting local markets and other landmarks. You
will also enjoy an afternoon of fishing, honey harvesting and witnessing
traditional dances. At the end of the day, find rest in your spacious and
tastefully designed tent and lounge in your own private deck fronting
the river. A few steps lead you to your outdoor shower and bath area
for relaxing showers or soothing baths under the stars. Kenya is a yearround destination, with the best months from July to October for the
season with the least rainfall.

LUXE FACTOR: The standard rate per person per night of USD
750 includes full-board meals, select beverages and basic guided
tours. Book the camp exclusively at USD 7,500 for a group of 10.

Destination: Santa Cruz, Ecuador

Courtesy of Aman Resorts

Destination: Moyo Island, Indonesia
Enjoy the island all to yourself, as the 20 luxury tents of Amanwana
are the only accommodations in Moyo. This island east of Bali has
the makings of a perfect nature getaway. From the isolated beach
cove to the nature reserve with fascinating wildlife, the protected
marine park teeming with lush sea life and the breathtaking sight
of cascading waterfalls in the midst of the forest. Take your pick
from the wide array of activities on land and sea to choose from.
Start with an early morning trek to explore a deer sanctuary home
to the indigenous Rusa Deer, a bat cave with seven bat species
and a variety of birds, among many other animals. Then take the
time to relax in one of the secluded beaches via your private drop-

off complete with gourmet picnic lunches. If you’re up for some
more adventure, wander through the seas by diving, snorkeling,
kayaking, windsurfing or cruising to the neighboring islands. For
an exclusive experience, charter a private cruise with your choice
of view – a stunning sunset or a bed of stars followed by a private
dinner by the beach serviced by your personal chef and butler
with all the works, campfire included. Have a good night’s sleep
in your spacious and well-designed oceanfront or jungle tent with
large windows to take in the views. April to November is the
best season to experience good weather and witness the seasonal
hatching of the Green and Hawksbill turtles.

LUXE FACTOR: Book the Ocean Tent starting from USD 950 for exquisite sea views.
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Experience remoteness at the tip of the Santa Cruz highlands
where Galapagos Safari Camp is located. The nine luxury tents,
surrounded by sheer wild land and unparalleled views are the
choice lodgings for adventure and total pampering in the middle
of nowhere. Satisfy your cravings for nature with a variety of
safaris, each offering a unique experience. The land safaris offer
private ground activities within the island, whereas the classic,
diving and cruise safaris provide a combination of boat excursions,
scuba diving and yachting itineraries to neighboring secluded
islands. Tailor-made safaris are also available to cater exclusively
to your specific needs. The camp is an extraordinary ground to
spot a wealth of birdlife including Galapagos doves and tortoises
roaming freely in their natural habitat. For an extra treat, arrange
for extended treks on foot or on horseback to explore lava tunnels
and volcanic craters nearby. After an action-packed day, unwind
at the View Point Terrace to witness a spectacular display of the
sunset before relaxing in the comforts of your tent fitted with
custom-made furnishings, en-suite bathroom, coffee and tea
station and a spacious balcony complete with a hammock and
sitting area. Book your trip from November to August to enjoy
pleasant tropical weather.

LUXE FACTOR: Nightly half board rate is at USD 610 for two
persons. All-inclusive safaris are available at USD 720 per
person, per day.

Tent’s exterior, Galapagos Safari Camp

Lodge’s exterior, Galapagos Safari Camp
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Destination: Uluru, Australia
Explore Australia’s Northern Territory, where the renowned world
heritage Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park is located. Adjacent
to this scenic landscape is Longitude 131°, a luxury camp
boasting 15 tents exclusive to no more than 30 guests. The
tents are innovatively designed to remain cool in the summer
and warm during winter. One touch of a button allows you total
control of the reverse air-conditioning system for your preferred
climate, and one flick of your bedside switch lifts the blinds to
unveil picturesque views of the sunrise. Indulge in all-inclusive
adventures from accommodations to meals, beverages, mini-bar
consumption and guided tours. Start early on your day’s activities
by catching the sunrise over Uluru followed by a light breakfast

River Camp, The Resort at Paws Up

Destination: Montana, USA
Reunite with nature minus the hassles at The Resort at Paws Up, a 37,000-acre luxury
ranch in the heart of Montana. Discover a lavish way of camping as the resort expertly
blends authentic nature experience with creature comforts. Take in the views surrounding
your tent before settling in the finely designed space with its private master bathroom
and the most comfortable bed you’ll ever sleep in, known at the resort as ‘The Last Best
Bed™’ with 300-count linens, down duvet comforters and oversized pillows. While at
camp, enjoy personalised service from your camping butler and skilled camp chef. Yes,
this means gourmet meals in elegant outdoor settings. Resist the urge of getting holed
up in your tent; rather, have a go at the wilderness adventures and dude ranch activities.
Take your pick from the exhilarating recreations from trail riding to cliff rappelling, ATV
riding, whitewater rafting and fly-fishing on the famed Blackfoot River. The resort’s latest
addition to its brand of luxury is the Pinnacle Camp, which is truly at the peak of grandeur
boasting the camp’s largest tents, en-suite bathrooms with jetted tubs and unparalleled
views of Elk Creek and the Blackfoot River. For a romantic touch, book the secluded Tango
Point tent featuring a lovely copper tub set in the middle of the bedroom. Before retreating
to your tent, unwind and get cosy by the stone and timber fireplace at the Pinnacle Camp’s
open-air dining pavilion and lounge. You may book an entire camp for your exclusive use;
however, reservations should be placed at least one year in advance. The best time to go
is from late May to September for pleasant outdoor weather.

LUXE FACTOR: Accommodation rates range from USD 1,025 to USD 1,925 per night
for two persons, including full-board meals, airport transfers, onsite transportations
and campsite activities.
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at the viewing area. Kick it up a notch with the private tours
available at an extra cost from desert tours on a camel to tearing
the roads up on a Harley Davidson. Better yet, splurge on private
helicopter tours and scenic flights for an exquisite panorama of
Uluru. Enjoy sunset views in the privacy of your own tent with
a glass of champagne, or outdoors at the Uluru viewing area, by
the pool or at the Dune Top complete with cocktails and canapés.
Another highlight is the exclusive dining experience at Table 131°,
a three-course dinner with the finest Australian wines served
in the middle of the desert underneath a canopy of stars. Make
sure to book your trips three months in advance during the peak
season from July to November.

LUXE FACTOR: An all-inclusive rate of USD 2,050 per night on twin sharing applies, with a minimum stay of two nights.

Destination: Tofino, Canada

Creekside Camp, The Resort at Paws Up

Courtesy of Clayoquot Wilderness Resort

Moonlight Camp, The Resort at Paws Up

Courtesy of Clayoquot Wilderness Resort

Take a scenic one-hour seaplane ride from Vancouver to Clayoquot
Wilderness Resort, a luxurious eco-resort in the West Coast surrounded by
glacial mountains and verdant rainforest. Arrive refreshed and worry-free,
as the 20-tent resort offers all-inclusive vacations from accommodations
to guided activities with complete adventure gear down to complimentary
massage treatments. Book one of the 12 luxury tents with queen day beds,
en-suite bathrooms, heated floors and indoor and outdoor showers. Sleep
well into the night in the privacy of your tent and the comforts of the cosy
woodstove centrepiece and king-sized bed outfitted in sumptuous down
duvets. There is a bewildering array of activities to choose from starting from
a simple hike to whale and bear watching, remote beach surfing and the
resort’s new helicopter activities, which can be arranged at an extra cost.
Make sure to book your trips from May to September.

LUXE FACTOR: Take your pick from a three, four or seven-night allinclusive stay. A three-night stay in a Luxury Ensuite Tent is at USD 5,345
per person. Four and seven-night stays are at USD 6,415 and USD 10,690
respectively.
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Tent’s exterior, 4 Rivers Floating Lodge

Destination: Koh Kong, Cambodia
You’re in for a unique adventure at the world’s only resort with floating
tents amid the jungle. Sleep in the 12 tented villas of 4 Rivers Floating
Lodge with lavish furnishings, all fitted with a flat-screen TV and wellstocked mini bars. Wake up to the calming sounds of nature and enjoy
majestic views of the Cardamom Mountains from your private balcony
and outdoor deck. Get ready to explore the unspoiled rainforest and
Southeast Asia’s largest coastal mangrove. Guided trekking tours take
you deep into the jungle to get up-close encounters with rare Javan
rhinoceros, tigers, elephants, deers and rare sightings of gibbons and
endangered Siamese crocodiles. A full-day boat tour takes you down Tatai
River’s flow, through lush mangroves and further down to the streaming
waterfalls where you can treat yourself to a relaxing dip. Cap your day
with a private sunset cruise accompanied by your choice of fine wine
from the resort’s walk-in wine cellar. For dinner, enjoy local and western
cuisines at the Dining Room, a uniquely designed circular restaurant with
high ceilings, or add a personal touch to your meal by fishing for your
own fresh catch in the comforts of your private terrace. Skip the dessert
and have an extra serving of adventure with the night kayak tours guided
by fireflies. Travel during the dry season from November to April to enjoy
the nature tours.

LUXE FACTOR: Rates per night start at USD 159 for two persons.
Guided treks and private tours are priced separately.
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Courtesy of The Serai, Jaisalmer
Bedroom’s interior, 4 Rivers Floating Lodge

Destination: Jaisalmer, India
Indulge in a romantic getaway against a backdrop of picturesque
deserts and sand dunes. Your destination of choice is The Serai,
Jaisalmer, a luxury camp and spa set in the Great Thar Desert.
The 21 tent accommodations are built on an expansive hundredacre land, guaranteed to give you the royal treatment. Book
the only Royal Suite available for unrivaled luxury and enjoy
exclusive use of the private spa, pool and dining and lounge tents.
Ultimate privacy is yours, as the suite is secluded in a 12,000 sq ft
enclosed area. Alternatively, you may book one of the six Luxury
Tent’s exterior, 4 Rivers Floating Lodge

Tented Suites set within a lush, walled garden with a plunge pool
centrepiece. The tailored excursions with private guides walk you
through off-the-beaten desert areas and to the medieval city of
Jaisalmer. Arrange for camel safaris to experience a unique way
of exploring the sand dunes and the countryside. Unwind at the
award-winning spa originally created by Raison d ‘Etre, with four
treatment tents by a lavish garden, offering the most relaxing
signature treatments using soothing and healing organic products.
The resort operates exclusively from 20 September to 31 March.

LUXE FACTOR: Nightly rates for a Luxury Tented Suite is at USD 900 and USD 1,300 for a Royal Tented Suite. Rates are on twin
sharing and inclusive of breakfast for two.
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Destination: Dubai, UAE
Relive the fabled Arabian nights at Al Maha Desert Resort and Spa.
The stunning resort is built in the style of a Bedouin camp, with 42
luxurious tent accommodations all boasting infinite views of the
Arabian Desert. Reserve one of the two Royal Suites and enjoy
relaxing dips in your private temperature-controlled swimming
pool by the outdoor deck. You’ll find many lavish amenities in the
suite, such as two spacious bedrooms with custom-made beds,
large en-suite bathrooms with a walk-in shower, oversized bath
and twin vanity areas. Being the only resort located in the Dubai

Desert Reserve, the experience remains exclusive to resort guests.
Choose any two complimentary activities per day to explore the
uniqueness of the desert and discover a host of wildlife in the
area. Enjoy this rare opportunity along with personalised service
from your personal field guide, specially assigned to cater to your
needs. Whether you wish to explore the desert on foot, horseback,
camelback or even a four-wheel drive, your guide will gladly see
to your requests. December to March is the season to go for the
most pleasant weather temperatures in Dubai.

LUXE FACTOR: Nightly rates at the Royal Suite start from USD 1,270 inclusive of full-board meals and two desert activities per
night booked.

Courtesy of Nomad Tanzania

Destination: Southern Tanzania
Wander through the protected areas of one of the world’s largest
wildlife parks. Selous Game Reserve is your ideal destination for
adventure, while the intimate retreat in the heart of the park is
your sanctuary in the wild. Enjoy utmost privacy in the remoteness
of Kiba Point, the smallest luxury camp in the area with only four
accommodations. Settle in one of the four open-fronted rooms
with en-suite bathrooms, indoor and outdoor showers and a private
veranda with its own plunge pool. The lavish comforts of the room
blend well with nature to provide you the most relaxing escape.
You can explore the wild at your own pace, as all itineraries are
exclusive. It’s just you, your guide and the wilderness. Start with
one of the highlights at Kiba Point, the walking safaris around the
game reserve for exceptional sightings of big mammals and various
bird species. You can also arrange for game drives in your own fourwheel drive vehicle, as well as fishing, boating and taking private
tours to the sand channels of Rufiji Rive. If all these leave you
wanting for more adventure, try flycamping for a downright, up
close and personal experience with the wild. Travel during the best
season for walking safaris in the dry months of June to December.

LUXE FACTOR: Low season rates range from USD 595 to USD
725 and from USD 725 to USD 990 in the high season per person,
per night. Accommodations are inclusive of all meals, drinks
and laundry service.
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Royal Suite Private Pool, Al Maha Desert Resort and Spa

